
The newsletter features the Home Owners Seminar that 
we held in May 2013 in Dalkeith Arts Centre and the 
National Progression Award in stone masonry course held 
at Edinburgh College as part of the training plan. Progress 
is reported on the development of the Heritage Trail and 
the “iwozheredalkeith” initiative. An update is also given on 
the building grant schemes and the completion of the last 
priority project 1-3 High Street.

CARS Element of the 
Scheme Finished at the 
end of March 2013
The Historic Scotland Conservation Area Regeneration 
Scheme (CARS) element of the funding package came to a 
close at the end of March 2013. All the aims and objectives 
in the scheme have been met and a final audit report has 
been written on the scheme.

There were four main objectives:

 X The repair and restoration of 4 main priority projects 
and key buildings identified in the scheme. 30 grants 
have been awarded and all the key buildings repaired 
and restored.

 X The High Street and Vennels public realm scheme has 
been completed

 X Training and education in traditional construction 
skills has been delivered in partnership with Edinburgh 
College. In total 48 people have attended the formal 
courses with 12 school children on the school awareness 
course.

 X Education and awareness raising with the wider 
community of Dalkeith. A wide range of community 
events, talks, seminars, exhibitions, guided walks, 
presentations and visits have been undertaken with a 
number of different groups. This has lead to various 
projects such as the Dalkeith Heritage Trail, plans to 
restore the Corn Exchange, Dalkeith Youth Forum DVD 
and town centre project, shop front competition amongst 
others.

The Scottish Government Minister for Culture and External 
Affairs, Fiona Hyslop visited the project in January 2013 
and complimented the partnership on the achievements that 
have taken place.

Home Owner’s Seminar 
Proves Very Popular
A home owner’s seminar was held on 22nd May 2013 at 
the Dalkeith Arts Centre and 80 people attended. The aim 
of the seminar was to emphasise the need to repair and 
maintain historic buildings regularly using the correct 
methods and materials. “A Stitch in Time” is the message, 
“don’t let things get worse and more expensive to put right, 
repair on a regular basis, its cheaper and makes sense”.

A free booklet and DVD was 
handed out giving useful advice
and guidance.
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69-71 High Street (WH Smith)
A prominent stone tenement building, repair complete with stonework 
repaired, lost chimney reinstated, sash and case windows repaired and 
shop front enhanced.

Repair and Restoration 
Work nearing 
completion
The Dalkeith Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) and 
Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) has 
grant aided the following buildings:

1-3 Musselburgh Road, scheme complete

75, 77, 79-81 High Street, scheme complete

87-89 High Street, scheme complete

104-106, 108-110, 110a-114 High Street, complete

41 High Street, scheme complete

The former Cross Keys Hotel, complete

15-17 High Street, complete

132-134 High Street, complete

21-27 High Street, complete

69-71 High Street, complete

4&8 High Street shop fronts, nearing completion

All the above properties are priority buildings and 
the former Cross Keys Hotel, the Tolbooth, 1-3 
Musselburgh Road and 1-3 High Street are priority 
projects under the scheme.

The work completed on all these projects has been to 
repair and enhance them using appropriate materials 
and techniques, to restore the character of the 
buildings.

New stonework has been carefully selected to match 
the original, as well as roofing slate. Lime mortar has 
been used to repoint and repair stone work and lead 
has been used in roof and gutter repair work. Where 
re-rendering has been carried out lime harling with a 
lime  colour wash has been used.

Opening ceremonies have been held for the former 
Cross Keys hotel, The Tolbooth, 1-3 Musselburgh 
Road and 69-71 High Street with exhibitions and 
presentations.

The Duke of Buccleuch came to open the Tolbooth on 
13th February 2013 in front of a large invited audience 
and complimented everyone on a job well done. 21-27 High Street

Extensive stone repair and replacement, roof repairs, new 
chimney to match original, window repairs, and shop front 
improvements.

15-17 High Street
Repairs to stone work, rear stone stair turret, roof, 
windows and shop front improvements.
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The Former Cross Keys Hotel
Extensive repair to stone facades, new 
lime harling and colour wash, roof and 
chimney repairs, new sash and case 
windows and conversion to retail on the 
ground floor with flats above.

104-106, 108-110, 110a-114 High Street
Repairs to stone facades, roof repairs, lime harling and colour 
wash to the rear, shop front improvements and repairs to sash 
and case timber windows.

The Tolbooth
Extensive repair and replacement of front 
stone façade, roof repairs, repairs to sash 
and case windows, lime harling and colour 
wash at the rear. Archaeological survey 
and training carried out.
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Training Plan: National Progression 
Award in Stone Masonry (NPA)
This nationally accredited course was delivered by 
Edinburgh College in May 2013 through the scheme and 9 
people attended, 6 completed the course and obtained the 
qualification. Successful trainees: Lee Macpherson, Stevie 
Iwaniec, Ken Adam, Curtis Clements, George Stewart and 
Michael Igoe.

Opening Events
Opening ceremonies have now been held to celebrate 
the completion of the repair and restoration work to the 
Tolbooth, the former Cross Keys Hotel and WHSmith. 
Leaflets have been produced to explain the schemes 
together with exhibition banners.

1-3 High Street
This priority project is now complete and an opening 
ceremony is planned for 6th November 2013 at Dalkeith 
Arts Centre.

“Iwozheredalkeith” initiative
Susan Grant, Midlothian Artist in Residence together 
with the Dalkeith THI/CARS Project Manager celebrated 
the completion of the initiative with an exhibition and 
presentation in the Arts Centre, Dalkeith in February 
2013. Guided walks were organized to take people around 
the story plaques now installed in the centre of Dalkeith 
together with plaques on key historic buildings. This 
contributes to the 
development of 
the Heritage Trail. 
Leaflets and a book 
have been published 
to explain and give 
information on the 
project.

Development of Dalkeith Heritage Trail
The next stage is the design and erection of interpretation 
panels adjacent to key historic buildings in the town centre, 
ie outside the Tolbooth, former Cross Keys hotel and the 
Corn Exchange. Sponsorship is being sought for these at 
the moment.

The Dalkeith Town Trail booklet will be updated and 
reprinted.

Historic Scotland Conservation 
Area Regeneration Scheme Annual 
Seminar
Historic Scotland have requested that their annual CARS 
seminar be held in Dalkeith so that officers attending can 
see and gain lessons learnt from a completed scheme. The 
seminar is planned for the 4th December at Dalkeith Arts 
Centre, an all day event.


