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The Tolbooth,
High Street, Dalkeith

where it widens to accommodate the oat and meal market area.
The Ordnance Survey map of 1852 shows it as a scientific hall.
The relocated Tolbooth contained a courtroom and holding cell
on the upper floor and on the ground floor were a weigh-house,
prison cell and underground dungeon. The Woods map of 1822
shows it as a jail located in a key position in the High Street
The Tolbooth is one of Dalkeith’s oldest buildings, dating from
the 17th Century. It is grade A listed, two storeys in height,
having a classical frontage in ashlar stone with a hipped slate
roof.

The Tolbooth

The remains of the close can be
seen in the present rear building
which dates from the late 18th
Century.

Tolbooth Close

Connected to the Tolbooth at
the rear was a range of buildings
forming Tolbooth Close, one of
the many closes in Dalkeith at
that time.
The slate was repaired and all the rainwater gutters and
downpipes were overhauled. The existing timber sash and
case windows were repaired and repainted and the steel
bars on the ground floor windows were taken out and
repaired, repainted and then reinstalled.

It is located in a prominent position in the High Street, in the
centre of Dalkeith’s Conservation Area. The Dalkeith Townscape
Heritage Initiative (THI) and Conservation Area Regeneration
Scheme (CARS) grant aided the repair and renovation of this

The Tolbooth
Rear elecation,
after

The rear and
end gable of the
Tolbooth had in the
past been rendered
over with a hard
cement roughcast.
Rear elecation,
This had to be
after
taken off to avoid
continued erosion of the soft sandstone beneath. A lime
harl and colour wash were applied to ensure that the
stone was protected and was able to breathe i.e. let any
moisture evaporate rather than being trapped behind the
roughcast.

building together with a number of other grant funding bodies.

about 1900
The last man to be executed
in Dalkeith was hanged in front of the Tolbooth on 1st
March 1821.

St Mary’s Episcopal Church owns the building and had
limited funds for repair work. In order to repair and
renovate this important historic building significant
sums were needed.
The Tolbooth
was identified as
one of the four
priority projects
for the Dalkeith
THI/CARS.
Additional funds
were obtained
from other grant
bodies (listed on
the inside of the
leaflet).

Due to the very poor
condition of the stone
under the hard cement
render and mortar on
the front elevation many
Rear elevation, new stones were needed.
before
The stones requiring
replacement were carefully marked and recorded so that
the new stone exactly matched in terms of size, shape,
detail, texture and colour.

The Historic Importance of the Building and
its contribution to the Townscape of the Area.

The Tolbooth was the focal point of the town from
medieval times until the 19th Century. As such it was the
focus of much civic pride and community identity.
The stonework on the
front elevation was in
poor condition. Previous
repairs had used a hard
cement render and
mortar causing damage
to the ashlar frontage.
Front elevation,
before
The rear of the building
was also covered in a
hard cement render which was causing damage to the
soft sandstone beneath.

The scheme that was approved was to restore and
renovate as much of the original fabric of the Tolbooth
as possible. No internal work was carried out and the
existing tenants in the building remained in occupation,
carrying out business as usual.

Originally the Tolbooth was located within St Nicholas Parish
Church. Around 1711, the 2nd Duke of Buccleuch moved the
Tolbooth to its present site, probably adapting an earlier
existing building. The archaeological survey carried out as part
of the renovation work will reveal additional information about
the history of the building.

High Street, Dalkeith

What work was involved to restore the
Tolbooth?

Why did the
property require
grant assistance?

Dalkeith Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) and
Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS)

Dalkeith

Heritage
Regeneration

The Repair and
Renovation of the
Tolbooth, Dalkeith

This is a leaflet to mark the completion of the
repair and renovation scheme, to explain why it
was carried out and what was involved.
Dalkeith
St Mary’s Church, Dalkeith

BUSINESS RENEWAL

An extensive archaeological survey was carried out on the
building before and during the repair work. The removal of the
render at the rear revealed a number of old openings and evidence
of previous rear structures and building phases. The opportunity
was taken to hold
three training
events around the
archaeology.

Survey and Training

Archaeological

The Repair and Renovation of the Tolbooth
Stone Repair and Replacement
Many badly eroded facing stones on the front elevation had
to be replaced with new to match. A stone analysis was
carried out by the British Geological Survey in Edinburgh
and a sandstone from the Hazeldean quarry near Berwick
upon Tweed was selected as the closest match.

Before

After

After

The original mortar was analysed by the Scottish Lime
Centre and an appropriate lime mortar mix was selected for
the repair work as a result.

Lime Harl
All the hard cement render on the rear and gable had to
be removed and the stone beneath was repaired with a
lime mortar, a lime harling and colour limewash was then
applied to protect the stone allowing it to ‘breathe’ and
moisture to evaporate.

Before

Front elevation before

Careful recording was
carried out to inform
the repair.

Time Capsule

This was laid behind the new
dated quoin stone.

Front elevation after

Roof work

The existing slates were retained and refurbished. The cast iron
gutters and down pipes were also refurbished and painted. A new
lead valley gutter was installed to the property where it adjoins
the former Cross Keys Hotel.

Windows

All the existing timber
sash and case windows
were repaired and
repainted. The metal
security grilles on
the ground floor were
removed, refurbished
and reinstated.

Funding partners
The funding partners are: Dalkeith THI /CARS (Heritage Lottery Fund,
Historic Scotland, Midlothian Council, Dalkeith Business Renewal)
Waste Recycling Environment Ltd (WREN) • The Wolfson Foundation
The Leche Trust • Dalrymple Donaldson Fund • St Mary’s Scottish
Episcopal Church, Dalkeith
In addition, valuable support was given by Midlothian Young Peoples
Advice Service (MYPAS) who, as tenants, remained in the building during
the work programme.

