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This newsletter highlights the shopfront guide and progress with a number of projects.

Dalkeith Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) and 
Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS)

Shop front Design Guide launch, Lindsay Lennie

This newsletter features the launch of the Dalkeith 
Shop front Design Guide, the website and the training 
programme, together with a couple of community 
projects and brief update on priority buildings

The Dalkeith Shop front Design 
Guide is now launched
The guide was officially launched by Councillor Russell 
Imrie on 29th March at Midlothian Council Chambers. 
40 people attended the event, many were traders in the 
High Street. Russell gave a welcome presentation, Ann 
Coveney the Manager of Dalkeith Business Renewal also 
spoke and launched the THI/CARS website and talked 
about the possibility of setting up a Dalkeith Traders 
Forum later in the year. A brief description of the 
guide was given by Rod Lugg, the THI/CARS Project 
Manager and Lindsay Lennie, expert consultant and 
author on Scottish historic shop fronts spoke about the 
importance of restoring and repairing historic shops.

Dalkeith Shop Front Design Guide
The guide is aimed at shop owners and tenants together 
with their designers to assist them to restore and 
improve shop front design in the High Street. The 
guide gives a brief history of shops in Dalkeith and 
then outlines some of the problems with design in the 
town centre at the moment, i.e. too many plastic fascia 
signs with large advertising and inappropriate colours. 
The overall result is clutter which gives a poor impression. 
To address this, the guide describes what contributes 
good shop front design, 
taking the elements 
of a traditional shop 
front and describing 
them. The point is 
made that there 
are still a number 
of historic details 
left in the street, 
evidence of what was 
an attractive high 
Street. There are 10 
handy steps to take 
to help encourage 
good design.

Exhibitions, Guided Walks and 
Presentations

As part of the shop front design guide launch Dalkeith 
History Society, Historic Scotland and the THI/CARS 
Project had exhibitions on display in Dalkeith library all 



week. 88 people attended the exhibitions.

Three guided walks were held, one round Dalkeith 
Country Park and House, hosted by Cameron Manson 
from Buccleuch Estates and Patty Watters from Wisconsin 
University. Rae McGhee and Norman Brett, local historians 
hosted guided walks around the town centre. 22 people 
attended the walks.

Presentations during the week were given by Richard 
Cartwright on the Kilsyth shop front grant scheme in 
North Lanarkshire, Lesley Porteous on the Leith scheme 
in Edinburgh, Rae McGhee on the history of Dalkeith and 
Lindsay Lennie on historic shop front repair. 37 people 
attended the presentations.

A history quiz was held on one evening which was won by 
Norman Brett who received a book token, bottle of wine, 
and packet of “Dalkeith Sausages” and the runner up was 
Donald Marshall who won a book token and box of toffees!

Dalkeith THI/CARS Website
The website is now up and running www.dalkeiththi.co.uk. 
Please visit the site and make any comments. Register for 
the up-to-date news of the scheme.

The Training Plan
Telford College in Edinburgh has been appointed as the 
THI/CARS Training Provider and a programme of seminars 
is being planned at the moment. Initially the programme 
will involve Midlothian Training Services to assist young 
people and adult trainees gain an understanding of historic 
building repair and restoration techniques. The training 
will take place at Telford College in Edinburgh then on 
site ,restoring stone walls in the Vennels. The courses 
will commence at the end of May and run through to the 
beginning of July. Later in the year they will run again 
for building professionals, contractors , home owners and 
community groups.

The first courses are:

 X Making and using mortars.

 X Traditional masonry repair.

 X Surface repair of stone.

 X Ashlar pointing.

 X External finishes , harling.

 X Limewash and traditional paint.

These are all aimed at addressing the type of repair issues 
found on buildings in the centre of Dalkeith.

Priority Projects and Buildings 
Update
A brief update on the following:

1-3 Musselburgh Road
Scaffolding has been erected to protect the building as 
part of the end gable wall has collapsed due to the fragile 
state of structure. A grant application is being processed to 
ensure that the building will be restored and used again as 
a dwelling.

The Cross Keys
The building is being purchased and discussions have been 
held between the new owner and the THI/CARS Project 
Manager in anticipation of a grant application to restore the 
building.

The training area at Telford College

The Winners

1-3 Musselburgh Road



The Tolbooth
Grants have been approved by a number of Trusts to 
contribute towards the cost of repair. There is still a 
shortfall however and a further grant application is being 
made.

1-3 High Street
The owner is considering an application to restore/repair 
the building.

Priority Buildings in the High Street
Many meetings and discussions have taken place between 
owners/tenants and the THI/CARS Project Officer. Many 
owners have now commissioned surveyors/architects 
reports and cost estimates. This has revealed that many 
buildings are in poor condition. Typically this comprises 
water penetration through damaged/leaking rainwater 
goods, stone work in poor condition and roofs needing 
extensive repair. The grant scheme is now in its second 
year so time is ticking. Applications need to be submitted 
by the end of 2012 to take advantage of the scheme. This 
is a competitive situation as the funds are finite, so it’s first 
come first served.

Environmental Improvement Scheme 
to the High Street
Work started on the scheme on the 10th February for a 
20 week contract. The scheme is progressing well and the 
contractor Crummocks is working with the traders to assist 
with access and servicing.

The three vennels, Wilson, Elliots and Miller Closes are 
being repaired and upgraded as part of the work.

Dalkeith Tolbooth
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Other Projects
Dalkeith Heritage Trail
The Mitech (Midlothian Training Services) “Back to Work” 
group comprising: Elizabeth Moffat, Jacqueline Stevens, 
Angela Johnstone, Leanne Green and Elizabeth Adams, 
carried out research and developed ideas for a heritage 
trail around Dalkeith. This has now been taken on and a 
Dalkeith Heritage Trail Group has been formed to plan and 
implement the trail. The Group comprises representatives 
of a number of local organisations, The Dalkeith History 
Society, The Dalkeith Community Council, The Dalkeith 
Tourism Forum, Buccleuch Country Park, Newbattle Abbey 
College, local schools and local traders. The Midlothian 
Artist in Residence, Susan Grant is engaged in the project 
as is the Writer in Residence, Tom Murray.

Dalkeith Youth Forum “Dalkeith at a Crossroads”
Also last summer the Forum researched, planned and 
produced a video about Dalkeith highlighting some of the 
issues/problems in the town centre. This has now been 
widely circulated and is included within the Shop front 
Design Guide.

Members of the group were: Sarah Kennedy, Callum 
Kennedy, Jackie Hay, Ashley Briggs and Catherine Wyse.

Doors Open Day is on Saturday 10th September. The THI/
CARS project will be involved in supporting the event and a 
programme of activity will be produced nearer the time.

The Corn Exchange

Midlothian Council has commissioned LDN Architects 
from Edinburgh to carry out an Options Appraisal on the 
building to look at possible future uses and the cost of 
restoration/adaption of the building. Three public meetings 
were held on the 11th May to consult with the public , 45 
people attended and made some very useful comments. 
Most people would like to see community access with 
perhaps a variety of uses, ie performance space, exhibition 
area, meeting rooms, café,some offices, dance area, multi 
functional space. The appraisal will be a useful document 
that will help inform discussion about the future of this 
important building.

Dalkeith THI and CARS involving the community


