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This newsletter highlights the schools element of the THI/CARS training plan and progress with a number of schemes.

The newsletter features the presentation of certificates
to pupils of St David’s RC High School, Dalkeith who
completed the schools heritage skills awareness course.
Progress is reported on the next phase of the free training
plan traditional construction skills courses. An update is
also given on the building grant schemes and the launch
of the Dalkeith Heritage Trail leaflet.

The pupils were awarded their certificates of attendance by
the Deputy Head of St David’s, Kathryn Williamson, at a
ceremony in Midlothian Council Chamber on 20th June 2012.
Bianka Paculanang and Kumbi Musangaza were awarded
most promising student status by Telford College.

Pupils from St David’s RC
High School, Dalkeith
gain “hands on experience”.
The THI/CARS training plan developed with Edinburgh’s
Telford College has set up a schools heritage skills awareness
course. This has been designed to give school children the
opportunity to gain some experience and understanding
about historic buildings, why they are built the way they area,
what materials were used in their construction and how do
we maintain them to ensure their survival for the future.
12 pupils from St David’s completed the course, which
involved a day a week over a five week period. They were able
to gain “hands on experience” of plaster moulding, marbling
and graining, stone carving and picture framing in Telford’s
College heritage skills workshop. The course also included
visits to historic buildings, St Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh
and Rosslyn Chapel and the chance to meet and talk to craft
persons working on both buildings.
Donald Marshall, Chairman of the Dalkeith THI/CARS
Project Team stressed the importance of engaging with
young people on the historic environment, “training,
education and awareness raising is a vital part of the Dalkeith
THI/CARS programme.
It is important that
young people have
an appreciation and
understanding of our
unique history and
heritage. You never know
some of the pupils having
completed the course may
decide to pursue a career
in historic building repair
and restoration”.

Donald Marshall on the left with Cllr Alex Bennett and Margot Russell on
the right next to Kathryn Williamson kneeling. Pupils with their
certificates in between.

Successful pupils
Marie Howie
Ryan Dyer
Amy Bonnar
Adele Walters

Chantelle Muldoon
Ryan Mackay
Jodie Sullivan
Ricci Hudson-Storey

Bianka Paculanang
Samuel Grainger
Chris Laird
Kumbi Musangaza

Next Phase of the
Training Plan Courses
and Workshops
The next phase of the free training courses and workshops
have now been delivered at Telford College.
The making and using of mortars and traditional masonry
repair courses were held in September. Surface repair of
stone, ashlar pointing, external finishes, ie harling and
limewash courses were held in October. A presentation
ceremony will be organized so that the successful trainees
can receive their certificates.
The dates for the home owner seminars and workshops will
be announced later in the spring when a new home owners
leaflet and DVD will be published.

Restoration Work
Continues in the High
Street
The Dalkeith Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) and
Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) has
now awarded grants to the following buildings:
1-3 Musselburgh Road,scheme now practically
complete
75, 77, 79-81 High Street, scheme now practically
complete
87-89 High Street, as above
104-106, 108-110, 110a-114 High Street, as above

69-71 High Street (WH Smith)
This is a prominent three storey building facing the junction of South
Street with the High Street.
It is very characteristic of the stone tenement buildings that were built
in the mid 19th century in
Dalkeith and retains many
original features.
WH Smith are repairing and
restoring the building with
stone repairs, rebuilding the
lost chimney on the gable
and improving the shop
front, restoring the original
shop front details which add
character to the street.

41 High Street, scheme nearing completion
The former Cross Keys Hotel, work well under way on site
The Tolbooth, work well under way on site
15-17 High Street, work nearing completion.
132-134 High Street, as above
21-27 High Street, work recently started.
69-71 High Street, work well underway.
4&8 High Street shop fronts, work well under way.
All the above properties are priority buildings and
the former Cross Keys Hotel, the Tolbooth and 1-3
Musselburgh Road are priority projects.
The work being carried out to all these properties
is designed to repair and enhance them using
appropriate materials and techniques to restore the
character of the buildings.

15-17 High Street (Cancer Kidney Research
shop at ground level)
Another of Dalkeith’s most important historic
buildings. This is a two storey property dating from
the early 19th century with an interesting curved
turret staircase at the rear. The stonework is in poor
condition and the work will involve roof and stone
repairs, in particular stonework repair to the stair
turret
which is in
very poor
condition.
The shop
front will
also be
improved.

When new stonework is proposed this is being
carefully selected to match the original as will the
roofing slate. Lime mortar will be used to re-point and
repair stonework and lead will be used in roof and
gutter repair work. Where re rendering is proposed a
lime harling will be used with a lime colour wash.
All building grants have now been awarded apart from
the last remaining priority project, 1-3 High Street.
This has been agreed by the Dalkeith THI/CARS
Project Team subject to available funding.

4-8 High Street shop fronts
(Boom Barbers and the Nail Bar)
These two shop fronts on the ground floor of a stone three storey
tenement block at the southern end of the High Street are next to one
another. Both frontages will be improved. No 4 has a chrome framed
shop front characteristic of the 1950’s/ 60’s and this will be retained
with a new fascia and signage. No 8 retains the original openings in
the stone surrounds and this will be repaired and repainted revealing
the original string fascia course and new signage will be provided.

75, 77, 79-81 High Street

The Former Cross Keys

These properties are now complete with extensive roof,
chimney, and external wall repairs giving the buildings a
new lease of life.

Before

After

This is one of Dalkeith’s most important
historic buildings dating from 1804 and
built as a coaching inn. The more modern
rear extension has been demolished as part
of the scheme and the original building
repaired and converted to commercial
use on the ground floor with flats above.
The work will include careful repair to
stonework and interior features will be
restored ie fireplaces, cornices and ceiling
plasterwork and the original staircase.

The Tolbooth

132-134 High Street
(Hair dresser at ground level)
This is a prominent 3 storey mid 19th
century stone building turning the corner
from High Street into Tait Street. On of
the so called “Tait Street Corners”. Works
include repair to the roof, badly eroded
stonework on the upper floors and repairs
to the upper floor windows.

Another of Dalkeith’s most important
historic buildings dating from the early
1700s. It was built as a town court and
prison. The stonework on the front
elevation has been badly treated over
the years with hard cement render
patching. This has been removed and
new stonework to match inserted where
needed and existing stonework repaired.
The rear and end gable will have hard
cement render removed and lime harling
applied. The archaeological investigation
is revealing an interesting history of the
building.
A number of grant giving bodies have
come together to assist with this project.

Dalkeith Town Centre Heritage Trail
A new Dalkeith Heritage Trail leaflet has been
produced; “Take our well trodden path along the
Dalkeith Heritage Trail and discover our thousand
years of history”.
This has been developed with the help of a group of
local people representing different organisations in
Dalkeith: Dalkeith History Society, Midlothian Library
Service, Melville Housing Association, Buccleuch
Estates, Dalkeith Community Council, Dalkeith Youth
Forum, local residents and Dalkeith Business Renewal.

will be erected together with blue plaques for the key
historic buildings along the heritage trail. Interpretative
panels will be located in key positions and further
environmental improvements will be investigated
associated with the installation of the panels ie outside
the Corn Exchange, the Cross Keys and the Tolbooth.
It is proposed that on the completion of each priority
project, a leaflet will be produced that can then be part
of information for the heritage trail. The leaflet for 1-3
Musselburgh is now available.

The leaflet is the first stage in a programme of
initiatives to develop the heritage trail: Susan Grant
the artist in residence has worked with the THI/CARS
to develop the “iwozheredalkeith” initiative, collecting
people’s memories and stories of Dalkeith and selecting
the best ones for plaques in the town centre. These

The Opening of 1-3 Musselburgh Road
A small opening ceremony was held at 1-3 Musselburgh
Road on the 25th October 2012 to celebrate the completion
of the scheme. Members of the design team attended
together with representatives from local community groups,
in particular Dalkeith History Society, Dalkeith Community
Council and the Dalkeith Heritage trail working group plus

representatives from the funding partners .There was the
opportunity to look round the finished scheme.
A leaflet has been produced to explain the project together
with an exhibition banner.
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